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Professor Elwood Pricklethorn Comes to Massachusetts!

This past month, schools in eastern Mass got a special visit from 
Professor Elwood Pricklethorn. Professor Pricklethorn is a lively and 

engaging educator who has been teaching students about trees for many 
years. He has been honored, many times over, for his service to ISA, 
Canadian TREE Fund, and his hometown of Toronto.

Professor Pricklethorn’s visit was funded by an educational grant from the 
USDA Forest Service, Urban and Community Forestry Program and the 
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, Bureau of 
Forestry. MTWFA board member Paul Sellers helped arrange Professor 
Pricklethorn’s visit to Massachusetts.  

Professor Pricklethorn engages students in his presentations, so they are 
actively participating and having fun. According to an article about the 
visit from Taunton Public Schools, “The students were really engaged in 
the presentation,” said Edmund H. Bennett Elementary School Assistant 
Principal Steven Morgenweck. “The moment Professor Pricklethorn 
asked a question or asked for volunteers so many hands shot up. It was a 
joy to see.”

Students were excited to learn about trees and received a copy of his 
tree workbook, All About Urban Trees. Each student also received a tree 

seedling. The visits were 
a smashing success, 
with students engaging with Professor 
Pricklethorn as they learned about trees!

Earlier in the spring, MTWFA with DCR 
and funding from the USDA Forest 
Service, distributed 600 copies of his 
book to students in Massachusetts 
in honor of Arbor Day -- at no cost to 
schools. The books were all spoken for in 
one day!

To find out more about Professor Elwood 
Pricklethorn, go to pricklethorn.com. 
View more photos from the visit on page 5. 

“Thank you for bringing 
this amazing program to 
our school. Our students 
learned so much and 
are excited to be the 
next generation of tree 
wardens” – educator 
from Norfolk



www.masstreewardens.org • 781-894-4759 Summer 20242

MTWFA Executive Board 2024
OFFICERS
President—Ed Olsen, Needham

Vice President—Rich Parasiliti, Jr, Northampton

Secretary—Chris Gonzalez, Eversource 

Treasurer—Brandon Schmitt, Wellesley

Past President—Art Goodhind, Natick

COUNTY DELEGATES
Essex—Jonathan Fobert, Marblehead 

Middlesex—David Lefcourt, Cambridge 

Norfolk/Bristol—Blair Crane, Norfolk

Southeast—Jeremiah Pearson, Falmouth 

Western Mass—David Hawkins, Pelham

Worcester—Paul Raskevitz, Athol

AT-LARGE
Joel Custance, Lexington

Kyle Grendell, Westborough

Scott Hathaway, Westfield

Robert LeBlanc, Falmouth

Paul Newell, Greenfield

Chris Rosa, Malden

Paul Sellers, Falmouth

Alex Sherman, Springfield

Alan Snow, Amherst

Marc Welch, Newton

NEWSLETTER EDITORS
Heather Leff, MTWFA Executive Director

Mollie Freilicher, News & Events Editor

In this Issue
Professor Elwood Pricklethorn Comes to Massachusetts!  1

MTWFA Executive Board 2024  .........................................2

President’s Message  ..........................................................3

New/Returning Members  ...................................................3

Professor Pricklethorn’s Visit in Pictures  ...........................5

Professional Development Series  ......................................6

Celebrating Chris Rosa, 2024 Tree Warden of the Year  ...7

ANSI A300 is Now Available as One Consolidated 
Document  ...........................................................................8

DCR Updates  .....................................................................10

UMass Extension Updates  ................................................12

New Certified Urban and Community Forester Credential  14

Save the Date - MTWFA 2025 Conference ........................16

Save the Date - New England ISA 2024 Conference .........18

Calendar of Events .............................................................20



www.masstreewardens.org • 781-894-4759 3 Summer 2024

President’s Message
Well spring has sprung here in Needham, Massachusetts. 
The birds are chirping, the grass is growing, trees are leafing 
out, and construction and traffic are seemingly everywhere. 
This year seems to be especially busy. Is it because I am 
getting older and truly feeling the impact of trying to keep up 
with the pace of modern civilization? Or it is because we are 
experiencing extremely busy, challenging times with a lot 
going on? I tend to believe the latter, and because of such, 
we need to take care of ourselves so that we are prepared 
to meet today and tomorrow. Try to make sure to take some 
time to smell the flowers or take a walk in the woods. 

Speaking of being busy, we all here at the Tree Wardens 
have been busy. I wanted to thank all that joined us for the 
Chainsaw Safety training in Easton. Mike Smith provided us 
with a day of education as well as great, in the field, hands-
on experiences. It was nice to spend the day and share a 
few laughs with our friends on the South Shore. In addition, I 
am sure you all have been busy with Arbor Day celebrations. 
A very special thank you to Rich Parasiliti who took care 
of so many of us with seedlings this Spring. The MTWFA 
Seedling Program is a massive undertaking that is growing 
larger every year. The effort is as powerful as the” Why.” All 
proceeds from the sales of seedlings support our scholarship 
program. 

Speaking of education and trees, I wanted to thank 
everyone, especially Paul Sellers, for bringing many of 
us in Massachusetts a very special educational visit from 
Professor Pricklethorn. He joined us at so many locations in 
Massachusetts, each one enjoying his incredible message 
about the importance of trees. If you have never heard of 
Professor Pricklethorn, please do a Google search. I think 

you would agree that we were 
so fortunate to have him as our 
esteemed guest.

Speaking of stars, we also joined 
Chris Rosa, in his home city of 
Malden, to honor him for winning 
this year’s Tree Warden of the 
Year. He is really an amazing 
man doing powerful work. This was resonated by the mayor 
of Malden who mentioned one thing that really struck me; 
he said after many years as a public servant for the City of 
Malden, he has come to realize that it is really all about the 
trees! Great job Malden! Thank you, Mayor Christenson, and 
Chris, for making Malden great!

I would love to say I have some great vacation plans, but 
I don’t. Although I do have a typical, what we call here at 
the Needham DPW, a “Summer Slammer” project. After 
spending three nights til midnight and beyond, my Team did 
get our Town Meeting vote and positive support for this year’s 
project. I am sure I am not alone. I wish you all the best of 
luck with your summer projects and hope that you all get a 
little time away. As far as summer plans for this organization 
are concerned, as you will see in this issue, we have a lot 
going on to round out this year, including plans for a new 
educational event at an old and familiar location. Many of 
you remember the days of the old Southeastern MA Tree 
Wardens’ “Chicken Bake.” Well, we are back with a twist 
on this old tradition. Same venue, same chicken but with a 
day of education for all. I look forward to seeing you there 
or maybe at another one of our events over the next few 
months. Take care and enjoy the sunshine!

Eddie  
Ed Olsen

President 2023-2024

New/Returning Members
Individual Members
Daniel Cohen – Hartney Greymont/Davey Tree Experts
Bryan Conant – City of Nashua, NH Parks and Recreation
Tyler Ledin – Hartney Greymont/Davey Tree Experts

Kevin Perpetua, MQTW – City of Taunton
Matthew Stobbart – Hartney Greymont/Davey Tree Experts

Commercial Members
Sal Ceneri – Precision Concrete 
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Professor Pricklethorn’s Visit in Pictures

Professor Pricklethorn and MTWFA Board Member Paul 
Sellers.
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Professional Development Series
Working with Tree Advisory Groups | Webinar
June 5, 2024 | 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

A.J. Elton, Community Forester for RI, will discuss how to work with tree advisory groups in your 
municipalities to increase your productivity and outreach. This webinar will also feature brief presentations 
from advisory groups from Watertown, Fall River, and Greenfield so that you can hear how the collaboration 
is put into practice. This Zoom-style webinar will allow for an interactive question and answer session. 1 ISA 
CEU pending. 

Western Mass Tree Wardens Summer Meeting
June 20, 2024, 5:00-7:30 p.m. | Northampton

5:15-5:45 CJ Lammers with The Conway School of Design, Graduate Program in Sustainable Landscape Planning and 
Design will talk on the importance of preserving mature trees and sustainable landscapes planning and design in our 
Urban Forests.

6:15-7:15 Michelle Matteo National Science Foundation Forestry Program Manager will introduce the new 
Sustainable Forest Initiatives Urban & Community Forest Sustainability Standard.

$40. MCA and ISA credits have been requested. Registration deadline is June 14th.  

MTWFA Field Day
August 22, 2024 | Plympton

Join the Massachusetts Tree Wardens’ and Foresters’ Association for an educational Field Day. In addition 
to the education sessions, there will be exhibitors, raffle prizes, and lunch. Proceeds from this event will 
benefit the MTWFA Scholarships. 4 credits pending, 1 pest credit pending, 1 MCA safety credit pending. 
THIS IS A RAIN OR SHINE EVENT. $30 Members, $50 Non-Members.

Proper Tree Planting
October 16, 2024 | Needham

Successful tree establishment depends on proper planting. Adherence to industry best management 
practices (BMPs) will result in fewer girdling roots, better plant performance, and higher survival rates. Sign 
up now to learn what you need to know to ensure a good start for trees on urban sites. $45 Members,  $55 
Non-Members. Limit 40. 

CPR, First Aid & AED, with Stop the Bleed
October 23, 2024 | Worcester

Do you need to get your CPR, First Aid, and AED certificate, or do you need to renew? This class is for you! 
Don’t miss this chance to get your American Heart Association Certificate. This course will be taught by 
Heart Start CPR.  4 CEUs are pending. Limited to 30 participants. $105 Member, $125 Non-Member.

Register by scanning 
the QR Code or go to 
masstreewardens.org
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Celebrating Chris Rosa, 2024 Tree Warden of the Year
What a day! The MTWFA board of directors gathered in Malden in May, along with special guest appearance by Malden 
Mayor, Gary Christenson, to honor Tree Warden of the Year, Chris Rosa, and all that he does for the City of Malden! The 
rain subsided for just long enough to plant this beautiful tree. Congratulations Chris! Thank you for a great day! 

From L-R: Chris Rosa, Malden 
Tree Warden, Malden Mayor 
Gary Christenson, Mayor 
of Malden, and Ed Olsen, 
MTWFA President. 

The MTWFA Board of Directors with Chris 
Rosa and the tree planted in Chris’s honor.

Ed Olsen, left, and Chris Rosa, 
right, next to the tree planted in 
Chris’s honor.
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In Case You  Missed It - The ANSI A300 is Now Available as One 
Consolidated Document
From the Tree Care Industry Association: Starting January 1, 2024, the standards are available as one consolidated 
document to make it easier and more efficient for tree care professionals to keep up with.

Both print and digital copies are available for purchase. The new digital format also 
features videos, animation, interactive assessments, and the online A300 Pruning 
Standards course.

After an extensive review and public comment period, some revisions and updates were 
made, including:

• New maintenance and monitoring recommendations to improve professionalism 
and defer maintenance responsibility away from companies and to 
the tree owners.

• Improved clarification around palm pruning with new standards for frond removal.

• Updates around indiscriminate mechanized tree cutting.

• One review cycle for all the standards at the same time. (Every five years.)

*These standards are written and revised by the ANSI Accredited Standards Committee (ASC) whose mission is to develop 
consensus performance standards based on current research and sound practice for writing specifications to manage trees, 
shrubs, and other woody plants.

Find out more about the standards at www.treecareindustryassociation.org or at isa-arbor.com.
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We have been recovering & 
repairing tree & landscaping 
damages caused  by motor 

vehicle crashes for 46 years at no 
cost for property managers.

M A I N  O F F I C E 

Ten Aldrin Road  •  Plymouth Industrial Park  •  P.O. Box 810  •  Plymouth, MA 02362

Please call us anytime for more information or service.
= 24-HOUR EMERGENCY RESPONSE= 

1-800-562-7474

www.bartlettconsolidated.com
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DCR Updates
The Tree City USA Award Ceremony and Luncheon will take place in Westborough on June 18th. 

If your community is not a current Tree City USA, join over 90 of 
your fellow Massachusetts towns and cities.

Your community can receive annual Tree City recognition by 
meeting four overarching standards. They include:

1. Maintaining a tree board or department

2. Having a community tree ordinance

3. Spending at least $2 per capita on urban forestry

4. Celebrating Arbor Day

If your community is already a Tree City USA, consider going for 
a Growth Award next year! The Growth Award recognizes major 
milestones and annual activities in five categories that combine to 
build sustainable community forestry programs over the long term. 

Growth Award Categories

• Building the Team

• Measuring Trees & Forests

• Planning the Work

• Performing the Work

Questions? Contact Mathew Cahill 
mathew.cahill@mass.gov
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UMass Extension Updates
Green School Will be Offered in Fall 2024
While Green School has traditionally been offered as an in-person 
program and some aspects of the interaction and networking are 
certainly missed, it is now offered entirely virtually, making it easier 
and more affordable for people from all over Massachusetts to attend. 

Green School is a great complement to the Massachusetts Qualified 
Tree Warden program, which MTWFA offers every other year, on off-years from Green School.

Green School is taught by UMass Extension Specialists, UMass faculty, and distinguished guest instructors. Registration 
will open in July. 

Sign up for the Landscape Message
Stay up to date with: 

• Weather and general conditions reports

• Insect activity and population development

• Disease occurrences and potential disease problems

• Growing degree day reports

• Phenology information for key indicator plants

• Cultural problems and solutions

• Pest management strategies, including Integrated Pest Management

Hort Notes 

Sign up for this monthly e-newsletter from UMass Extension for landscapers, arborists, and 
other Green Industry professionals, including monthly tips for home gardeners. Below, check 
out this handy table excerpted from the May 1 HortNotes that shows the spotted lanternfly 
lifecycle. In that edition, you can also find tables for box tree moth, elm zigzag sawfly, and 
Asian longhorned beetle and more info you can use as you’re working in the landscape.

Spotted Lanternfly Lifecycle in Massachusetts
Host Plants April May June July August September October November
Tree of 
heaven, 
grape, 
black 
walnut, 
& many 
others. 

Over-
wintering 
egg 
masses. 
Egg hatch 
by late 
April/early 
May and 
may last 
into June.

1st and 
2nd, instar 
nymphs 
maturing. 

1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd 
instar 
nymphs 
maturing; 
depends 
on timing of 
egg hatch. 

4th instar 
nymphs 
(black, 
white, and 
red) & 
possibly 
adults at 
the end of 
the month. 

4th instar 
nymphs 
(black, 
white, and 
red) & 
adults. 

Adults 
& newly 
laid egg 
masses. 

Adults 
killed by 
frost. Egg 
masses 
over-winter.

Egg 
masses 
overwinter.

Sign up for the GreenInfo mailing list to receive the Landscape Message, HortNotes, and other timely 
announcements from UMass Extension, Landscape, Nursery, and Urban Forestry at https://ag.umass.
edu/landscape/ or at the QR code at right.

From the May 17, 
Landscape Message - Box 
tree moth caterpillar. Photo 
by Russ Norton, Cape Cod 
Cooperative Extension
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Products
Power

Mayer Power offers a wide variety of products and services
to the North Shore’s Tree and Landscape Professionals

Please come visit our shop at 7 Scotts Way, Essex 01929
978-768-9909         www.mayerpower.com

Please come visit our shop at 7 Scotts Way, Essex 01929
978-768-9909         www.mayerpower.com

Stihl professional chain saws, blowers, and arborist equipment
Both two-cycle and battery powered.

SAWS, BLOWERS, TRIMMERS           CLIMBING GEAR           GLOVES, HARDHATS, SAFTEY GLASSES, CHAPS

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT           A VARIETY OF PRUNING TOOLS           MULCH, LOAM, WOOD CHIPS
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New Certified Urban and 
Community Forester Credential

The Society of American Foresters, in 
partnership with the California Urban 
Forests Council, has launched a new 
credential for urban and community 
foresters--the Certified Urban and 
Community Forester.

This credential promotes the holistic 
nature of urban and community 

forestry that’s focused on resource 
conservation across the canopy intersected 

with the complex and dynamic infrastructure and stakeholder 
ecosystem.

There are several pathways for eligibility for the credential 
for those with degrees and experience or only a experience. 
The credential includes the Certified Urban and Community 
Forester and Candidate Certified Urban and Community 
Forester.

The credential is designed for those working in different 
aspects of urban and community forestry, from city planners, to 
program managers, to arborists and urban foresters. 

Eligible applicants take an exam that tests a number of 
domains and areas of knowledge:

• Urban and Community Forestry Fundamentals

• Integrating Urban and Community Forests and Built 
Environment

• Urban and Community Forest Assessment and Planning

• Urban and Community Forest Management

• Ecosystems Management

• Administration

• Communication, Engagement & Relationship Building

Find out more about the new credential 
at www.eforester.org/ or by scanning the 
QR Code at right. 

During the certification’s inaugural period, the application fee is 
discounted 25%. Until June 30th, SAF members may apply for 
$199 and non-SAF members for $309. 
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The Bark is made possible by a U.S. Forest Service grant, facilitated through Massachusetts  
Department of Conservation and Recreation Urban and Community Forestry Program.  
USDA Non-Discrimination Statement
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the 
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 
communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the 
Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals 
who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in 
languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online 
at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any 
USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy 
of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed 
form or letter to USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

From Grubs to Shrubs to the Tallest Trees

Gomtaro 
Root-Cutting 
Saw

Choose a pole, 
choose a 
sawhead

Zubat Curved Saw

Ultra-sharp, 
lightweight saws

Heavy duty 
telescoping 
pole saws

Lightweight telescoping pruners
Poles, pruner heads, and saw blades

Skid Sprayers
Rears 300-gallon skid; Honda engine; medium 
pressure diaphragm pump.

Professional tools & equipment for tree care experts

CALL FOR A CATALOG
800-634-5557 www.oescoinc.com
8 Ashfield Road / Rt. 116, Conway, MA  01341

Feeding Needle
High pressure, high volume steel pipe 
needle with adjustable step plate & 
interchangeable tips.

High pressure, high volume steel pipe 
needle with adjustable step plate & 



Massachusetts Tree Wardens’ 
     and Foresters’ Association
P.O. Box 5141
Norwell, MA 02061

Calendar of Events

June 5 PDS: Working with Tree Advisory Groups www.masstreewardens.org

June 18 Tree Fund Webinar: Integrated Vegetation Management www.treefund.org

June 20 Western Mass. Tree Wardens Summer Meeting www.masstreewardens.org

July 23 Tree Fund Webinar: Hazard Tree Identification www.treefund.org

August 22 MTWFA Field Day www.masstreewardens.org

October 16 PDS: Proper Tree Planting www.masstreewardens.org

October 23 PDS: CPR, First Aid & AED, with Stop the Bleed www.masstreewardens.org


